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As the Maui Film Festival surges toward its 9" year under Wailea starlight, a new opportunity

arises—buy a VIP Pass. Offered in addition to the MFF's regular festival passes, special

events and film tickets (see box at right), the VIP Passes encourage donors of substance to

support the vitality and longevity of MFF's ongoing year-round programs. To put that another

way, the new passes offer very juicy rewards to people who invest in the festival.

‘Il get to those juicy rewards in

just a minute. But first, a more

practical, longer-range topic: what
happens to a community that be-
lieves and invests in its film festival?

For instance, what has happened
in Telluride, Colorado—which is, like
Maui, a remote place blessed with
natural beauty?

| spoke with Ron Allred, who
built and operated Telluride’s ski
mountain, also a golf course and ski
lodgings—none of this business di-
rectly related to film or to culture. But
Ron and his wife Joyce were and still
are annual contributors to the Telluride
Film Festival, now in its year 35.

“In the beginning the festival
struggled economically,” says Ron.
“But with help from contributors,
including us, it gained in prestige.
Now Telluride has ten festivals, all
in the summer—bluegrass, chamber
music, jazz, wine. The Telluride Film
Festival was the lead that made
summer really hum and that brought
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culture there. And that made Telluride’s
winters more successful.”

Says Ron, “The film festival aided
everything, absolutely. Supporting the
festival was a long-range investment
that paid all kinds of dividends to the
community.”

One’s imagination can readily apply
that experience to the present moment
on Maui. And by the way, MFF operates
in a healthy financial environment with
a budget one-fourth that of Telluride FF.
The reason: a lot of community good

will, volunteer support, and now—for

the first time—contributions through
VIP Passes.

The three levels of passes are all
loaded with rewards, including admis-
sion to every event at the upcoming
June festival, from the Opening Night
Twilight Reception to the private Film-
makers VIP Soiree. Also come mahalos
in the form of VIP parking and seating
priorities as well as mention in the
program book. These goodies come
with a “Galaxy Pass” gift of $3,500.

The “Cosmos Pass” (55,000) adds
some “Very VIP” experiences as well as
name recognition in film trailers. At the
“Big Bang” level of participation (57,500),
your name is a buzz-word, you'll get
your own “box seat” (in a comfortable
golf cart), and you will have special
post-tribute, green-room photo-ops
with one or more festival honorees.
(Not to mention massage and personal-
training experiences.) Passes at the
“Cosmos” and “Big Bang” level are
transferable—if you can't be at every
MFF event, you can share the pass with
someone who can take your spot.

To top it off, your VIP Pass is a
charitable gift that’s tax-deductible to
the extent allowed by law. (To learn
more about tax deduc-
tions, go the website
named in the last para-
graph of this article.)

The Maui Film
Festival spans screenings
and events from Wailea
to the Maui Arts & Cul-
tural Center. The MACC
has embraced the Festi-
val right from the start.
Says MACC President
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and CEO Karen Fischer, “We are very
proud of our relationship with the
Maui Film Festival. Films are often

an entry point for other programs

at The MACC. That matches our goal
of reaching every person in the com-
munity in ways that are comfortable
for them.”

Films are often an entry point for
other programs at The MACC. That
matches our goal of reaching every
person in the community in ways
that are comfortable for them."

Chris Cowan, Karen'’s predecessor
at The MACC, speaks glowingly of the
festival’s role in the health of the
community. “Barry and Stella [Rivers]
are always donating to the commu-
nity and helping people raise money
at their events. Every time | hear their
mission statement—to turn darkness
into light—I think, ‘Good for you!’
They're thinking bigger than simply
doing business.”

But the festival is good for busi-
ness, too. That’s why the Hawai'i
Tourism Authority invests each year
by including MFF in a select group—
one of only eight “Major Festivals” in
Hawai'i. (In fact, now that the Maui
Writers Conference has moved to
Waikiki, MFF is the only Maui event of
a scale to merit such backing.) Robbie
Kane, HTA's Tourism Product Develop-
ment Manager, points out that many
visitors come to Maui just to attend
the festival. In 2006 those visitors
spent $1.04 million. When HTA polled
all visitors who attended the festival,

JUNE 11 - 15
MAUI FILM FESTIVAL
AT WAILEA AND THE MACC

Castle Theater, McCoy Studio

Theater, and various

Wailea locations

WWW.MAUIFILMFESTIVAL.COM

68 percent called it “one of the high-
lights of my trip.”

Most important of all, MFF is
beloved by Maui people. Summer
Nomura, who runs Kuau Mart with
her sister Tina, says, “We go every
year, me and the kids and the neigh-
bors and their kids. It's a great family
outing”” (In fact, the Festival gives
keiki complimentary admission to
G and PG films at its “crown jewel,
under-the-stars venue,” the Celestial
Cinema. Since 2000, MFF has given
about 10,000 no-charge admissions
to kids.) Says Summer, “The Festival is
well-organized with its bus system
and good vendors. And it's community-
minded. At the last festival we went
to a windsurfing movie, and our store
was actually in there!”

To learn more about VIP Passes,
visit MauiFilmFestival.com/vip.

For other passes and special events
information, call 579-9244 or visit
MauiFilmFestival.com/tix.

clockwise from left: CeLesTiaL CiNima,
SanpDance TueaTer on Wailea Beach,
Sxypome TueaTER atop the Wailea

Beach Marriott Resort & Spa

Maui Film Festival
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Maui Arts & Cultural Center

TICKET INFO

s always, the MFF continues to
Amake the Festival affordable to
the largest number of Mauians
and visitors possible.

Individual film premiere and film-
makers panel tickets are still $10,
Celestial Cinema double features
remain $20, the Festival’s world
class culinary arts celebrations
still range from $50 for the Starry
Night MoonDance to $150 for
the Taste of Chocolate, $175 for the
Taste of Wailea, and $225 for the
Taste of the Islands Opening Night
Twilight Reception.

MAUI FILM FESTIVAL PASSES
W $40 Rising Star Pass
Four films at the MACC

H $150 Shooting Star Pass
Any film at any venue and
all filmmakers panels

W $300 Stardust Pass
Taste of Wailea, Starry Night
MoonDance plus a total of 10
films and filmmakers panels

W $950 Comet Pass
All three “Tastes” plus the Starry
Night MoonDance and all festival
tributes, filmmakers panels, film
premieres and special screenings.
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